76                    FEVER, FAMINE, AND GOLD
the Ssabelas, or Aucas, and were thoroughly
familiar with a river in the Auca territory where
gold was to be found in great quantities. Gold!
That was the cause of all the trouble, As the story
developed, this river became a veritable flood of
gold, The river, of course, was the famed Chiripuno,
of "Roggierone's Disaster." Yet whatever I said to
the contrary, however much I protested that my
ambition was to meet the Aucas rather than to
secure their gold, they would not change their belief.
The story grew to such an extent that it was made
quite clear that they believed I knew the exact loca-
tion of this gold. They opposed every attempt on
my part to proceed.
The Nashino proved to be an interesting river,
very tropical in character. Orchids appeared to be
more profuse here than on the Curaray. Game was
plentiful, and an odd curassow (wild turkey) now
and then helped our evening meals, which were pre-
sided over, or rather, dominated by, Gringo, the
Major's negro cook.
Gringo was a great character from Esmeraldas
on the coast A gigantic fellow six feet four inches
in height and enormously powerful, he was totally
without respect for anyone. When he had prepared
a meal, you had to eat it whether you liked it or
not,
We had a considerable amount of rain; and
though, normally, Indians pole their canoes when
going upstream, the overhanging vines of the jungle-